
 

 

 

 

Oct 2013, Newsletter 

 

Dear Members 
 

Summer is over but we had some great times.   The guided tour of Klagenfurt 

city with Patricia Gerlich, was truly fascinating (and in English).  I missed 

our Summer Party because I was in Australia but by all accounts it was more 

than up to our usual standard of fun and frivolity.  But for me the boat cruise 

was the highlight - what can be better than relaxing with friends and watching 

beautiful scenery while floating down the Völkermarkter Stausee.  And, 

afterwards we went for a lovely meal. 
 

We have some great events planned for the next few months, the first being a 

special Greek Evening at the club hosted by OUZERI-ILIOS Restaurant, a club 

trip to Gurk, a quiz evening, a scrabble evening and of course our (yummy 

yummy) Christmas Party. 
 

Something quite special we are introducing is a series of ‘Club Nights Out’.  

While still maintaining our home base at Karfreitstrasse, we have decided to go 
out on the town.  It’s good to get out and about sometimes and even better to do it 

together with friends.  Our first ‘Club Night Out’ is on the 24th Oct at the 

Kärntner Hamatle and the second on the 28th Nov at Weinkönig.  Mark these 

dates in your diary and if you get there before 8pm the club will shout you your 

first drink!  See you there. 
 

Australian Susan 
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Open every Thursday 7 pm onwards at Karfreitstr. - 6/1. 
Club Tel:  0650 5668278 & 0664 4506196. 

 

 

 

  

Did you know that you can 
cut and paste (kopieren und 
einfügen) photos from our 
website – just like I have 
here!         www.austrobritish.com 

On the river 



 

 

 
 

17 Oct (Thu) Greek Evening at the Club 

 There will be some light finger food, music and an 

introduction to Greek dancing hosted by the OUZERI- 

ILIOS - Griechische & Mediterrane Köstlichkeiten. 

Members free, non-members €3. 
 

19 Oct (Sat) The Club Tours the Dom in Gurk and Hirt Brewery! 

 This very special visit to Gurk will be a blast. It includes private tours 

especially for us and a dinner afterwards. Do the whole trip or choose 

just what suits you. Check out the details on page 3 and advise 

Helen to reserve a place. (Family and friends also welcome.) 

 

24 Oct (Thu) Club Night at the Kärntner Hamatle 

Address:  Linsengasse 1. This lovely gasthaus is at the very beginning 

of the Villacher Ring, opposite the Dorotheum. A change is as good as 

a holiday so join us for the first of our series of 'Club Night Out'. 

10 Nov (Sun) Church Service at Altkatholische Kirche (to be confirmed) 
 

21 Nov (Thu) Quiz Evening, start 8.15pm sharp 

 Quiz Master: Colin Grey. Put your smart hats on, join a team and 

enjoy this ever popular event. Prizes to be won. 
 

28 Nov (Thu) Club Night at Weinkönig, Benediktinermarkt 
 Why not? It will be great fun to meet somewhere different, so 'give it 

a go' and join us there! 

 

12 Dec (Thu) Christmas Carol Service, 6pm, to be advised 

 Altkatholische Kirche, Kaufmanngasse 

 Enjoy your favourite Christmas Carols. 
 

 (Thu) Christmas Party and Buffet, 7pm 

 Buffet: Free for paid-up members,Non Members  €10 

 

The club premises will be closed from 26 Dec 2013 - 2 Jan 2014. 

But we will open again 9 Jan 2014. 
 

 

 

23 Jan (Thu)   
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CALENDER OF EVENTS 

 

 

S C A B E B L E N I G V N E 
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AUSTRO-AMERICAN SOCIETY 
Upcoming Events 

 

Stammtisch 
Restaurant Laguna 
in the Seepark Hotel 
Sat Oct 5th, 6.30pm 

 

Stammtisch 
Landhaushof 
Sat Nov 8, 6.30pm 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner Party 
Kochwirt Joaining 
Pörtschach 
Sat Nov 23, 6.30pm  

 

Austro-British Society members 
are welcome to attend these events. 

 

The Club Tours Gurk and the Hirt Brewery 
(family and friends also welcome) 

This trip has a number of optional parts. Choose what you want to do 

from the following timetable and then advise Helen what parts and for 

how many (0650 5668278 or email info@austrobritish.com). Please 

note if there is not enough interest the trip will be cancelled. 
 

2pm  Meet in Gurk at the Dom 

Cathedral for a guided tour 

of the cathedral with Ilse 

(a club member). Duration 

70 minutes. Free for members, 

€2 non-members. 

 

3.15pm Refreshments at the Gasthaus 

Erian (opposite the cathederal). 

 

4.30pm Meet at the Hirter Brauerei 

(brewery) for another guided 

tour. Duration 75 minutes. 

Free for members, 

€5.00 non-members. 

 

Transport Carpool 
 
 

 

 

Afterwards, those who wish can go 

into the Brewery gasthaus itself to 

eat,drink and be merry. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The price of Guinness 
at the club will now 
increase from €2.00 to 
€2.50.  This will take 
effect as of the 1st 
November.  Sorry 
Guinness lovers! 
 

 

 

 

mailto:info@austrobritish.com
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A great place to buy 
British wares! 

Saturday, 16 November 2013 

 

At this bazaar you can get traditional British jams, 
chutneys, christmas cakes and puddings, mince 
pies and marmalades. There is also a great choice 
of English books for all ages and tastes at very 
reasonable prices. Other items are on sale such as 
clothes , toys jewellery, ornaments and paintings, 
DVDs and CDs Christmas crackers and cards, linens 
and furnishings. 

 

You can sample Scottish and malt Whiskies plus 
buy a Ploughman’s’ Lunch or a beer at the English 
Pub. The entertainment programme includes 
Scottish folk music and dancing plus Christmas 
Carols will be sung by the Church Choir. 

 

Christ Church Advent Bazaar 
Bundesamtsgebäude, Radetzkystraße 
2, 1030 Vienna 
 

Rache 
ist 
Süss! 

(Revenge is Sweet) 
Sonja´s Senioren Theatre group are 
presenting a delightful comedic farce 
(in German). To reserve seats telephone 
Sonja on 0699 11839793. 

 

11th   October   19.30 
12th   October   19.30 
13th   October    19.30 

 

Place : Europahaus 
(near the Stadt Theatre) 
Cost: about €10  
 

A discount is available 

at the Volkskino. You 

just have to mention you 

are a member of the 

Austro British Society.   
  

The good old days: 

 

Most people got married in June 

because they took their yearly bath in 

May. However they were starting to smell 

a little by this time, so brides carried a 

bouquet of flowers to hide their body 

odour. Hence today’s custom of carrying 

a bouquet when getting married. 
 

England is old and small and when we 

started running out of places to bury 

people we would dig up coffins and 

take the bones to a bone-house allowing 

the grave to be reused. When reopening 

these coffins, 1 out of 25 coffins were 

found to have scratch marks on the 

inside. Realizing we had been burying 

people alive we started tying a string to 

the wrist of the corpse, which led through 

the coffin and ground and was attached 

to a bell. For this to work someone would 

have to sit out in the graveyard all night - 

the graveyard shift - to listen for the bell. 

Thus, someone could be “saved by the 

bell” or was considered a “dead ringer”. 
 

Back in the old days our floors were of 

dirt. Only the wealthy had something 

other than dirt: hence the saying “dirt 

poor“. The wealthy had slate floors that 

would get slippery in the winter when 

wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on the 

floor to help keep their footing. As winter 

wore on, they added more thresh until, 

when you opened the door, it would all 

start slipping outside. To prevent this 

happening a piece of wood was placed 

in the entranceway: now called the 

“thresh hold”. 

 


